6/21/73 


Dear Sol, 


thanks for taking the tirae for your well-thought-out letter of the 15th© It got 
here on the 18th vjhen, by a remarkable coincidence, I wa s in New York for the day. 
only, for a conference with two representatives of a German publisher. I didn’t have 
time even for a plione call. I don’t drive it any more for a number of reasons, only 
one of which is the age of the car we can’t replace. I went from the meeting to a 
brief one with an editor who has some materials I need back and thence to tho bus. 

I took a 33 .x a.m bU3 hero and got home after midnight Tuesday. 

One of these men will be going to Gexroany the end of this week. He irill return 
in about two weeks and then I’ll have the decision. 


Meanwhile, I’ve liad an encouraging letter from Inge Feltrinelli, who runs the 
publishing houso her husband had. She wants to see an outline. So, I’ve much to do 
in leas time than is required. If there is a deal with tho Germans, I’ll have about a 
month to complete the manuscript. The material i3 enormous and complicated. Directly 
related I have a full file drawer and a half. 

Much garbage lias been contracted for© Some should appear some. There nro but 
two serious works that liavo been announced, contracted to three Pulitzer winners, 
with large advances# Bantam lias cancelled its deal with Nixonian Clark Mollenhoff and 
written the investment off 0 Simon & Schuster have announced the dloaying of their 
book by the two Washington Post reporters who Iiave done a fine job of reporting. It 
now will not appear before next year. This tells you that it is neither easy nor 
simple to do a good job. 

I know all three of these writers. All are first-rate as writers. They are not 
deep thinkers. Their work, and I include ^llonhoff ’s if he seeks another publisher, 
will lack context and will not be put together to give tho fact the meanings it lias. 
Without tills all they can dois repeat what is lining rather well reported. None will 
have tho past as it relates to the present 0 

I have forgotten v/hat I wrote you, but what you write is in point, '^his is a 
manifestation of autlioritarianism. I was writing of thai; in the spring of 1968, when 
I did a very long book port of which was published as a very long book titled Friuio-Up. 
Tho original was titled Coup d’Etat. Tj&a is Malcolm Moos’ decoration of the current 
events, as you may Recall if you road the Junes’ reporting of Ills Notre Dame com- 
mencement address, ig-buniness types aro calling it fascism, and conservative GOPs 
are using the phraao geotapo-r;iinded. 

You reflect an imdorstunding greater tlkun that of most people. Had you been able 
to spend the time with the fact, I think you would Iiave been willing to carry your 
conclusions a little further# Not much# Then wo would Iiave been in complete agreement© 

I knew of your friendship with Hedlioh© Ho was the one authentic liberal on the 
Commission’s stuff* I remember the red— baiting; when Ills appointment was announced. If 
you read what I Iiave your views might bo different. Ditto for Berger and Powell. They 
represent more than a point of view. Both liavo been activists, not philosophers# I 
filed a statement in opposition to Powell’s appointment. 


On my PPI suit there Iiave been unusual developments. The government asked for an 
on banc rehearing, it was first granted without arguments, with the request of the two 
more conservative members for arguments noted. Then, with no thing filed by anyone, the 
court of appeals decided to rehear it and another case, with arguments, 7/11. will 
be interesting. Dragging the second case in makes mo unhappy. It is not as solid# 


I’m getting up before daylight these days to get work done, so I must got to it. I 
do hope wo can got together soon, as I hope that tho bugs stop attacking til, who now 

to the bites of some, and don t attack the garden. Heavy and frequent rains liavo 

made it more difficult to garden. Oui> best. 


